
7abbreviations

mp/m.pt melting point

mph miles per hour

mps metres per second 

Mr Grens move, respire, grow, 
reproduce, excrete,
nutrition, sense

MRSA methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus

Mrs Gref move, respire, sense grow,
reproduce, excrete, feed 

N newton

N north

n . . nano  (10–9) . .

n0 neutron

NASA National Aeronautics &
Space Administration

NB (nota bene) note well

Nm newton metre

nm nanometre

NPK nitrogen, phosphorus, 
potassium fertiliser

oC degrees centigrade

oF degrees fahrenheit

OHP overhead projector

OHT overhead transparency

otc over the counter medicine

P . . peta  (1012) . .

p . . pico  (10�12) . .

p� proton

Pa pascal

pd potential difference (voltage)

PE potential energy

PET poly-ethene 
tetra-phthalate

pm post-meridian, after 
mid-day

PMT pre-menstrual tension

pom prescription only 
medicine

ppb parts per billion

ppm parts per million

PTO please turn over 
(the page)

PVC poly vinyl chloride

R resistance

r radius of a circle

ram relative atomic mass/
formula mass

RBC / rbc red blood cells

rda recommended daily 
allowance

RGB / rgb red, green, blue

rt room temperature

s distance

s / sec second

(s) solid

SARS severe acute 
respiratory syndrome

sec / s second

SETI search for extra-
terrestrial intelligence

SI units Système International 
d’Unités

SIDOT speed is distance over 
time

std sexually transmitted 
disease

stp standard temperature 
and pressure (0°C, 
760 mm  mercury)

T . . tera  (1012) . .

t time

t tonne (1000 kg)

TB tuberculosis 

TIR total internal 
reflection

TNT tri-nitro-toluene

TV television

TVP textured vegetable 
protein

u starting speed

UI universal indicator 

URL unique resource
location

UV / uv ultra-violet

V volts

v speed / velocity

W watts

WBC / wbc white blood 
cells

WHO World Health 
Organisation 

Y . . yotta  (1024) . .

y . . yocto (10–24) . .

Z . . zetta (1024) . .

z . . zepto (10–24) . .

� alpha 

ß beta 

� gamma

∆ / ∂ delta

� mu, micro (10�6) . .

π pi, 3.14159

Ω ohms (resistance)
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